Report from ASCLS Wash DC July 2008
By Evelyn Paxton

Flying into Washington D.C. this year for the annual meeting brought back memories of my prior two trips.  Each trip has been about twenty years apart.  My first visit was for my first national meeting, but the organization was called ASMT!  That indicates my age.  The meeting was in Philadelphia.  I was a MT student and my plane transfer was in Washington D.C.  So, I spent the day sight-seeing before flying into Philadelphia that evening.  When I mentioned this meeting to some of this year’s attendees, I found several others who were also in Philadelphia.  Sandra Heatherly was one; a lot of you already know Sandra.  She currently lives in Corpus Christi, Texas, but she still considers herself, ‘OKIE’.

The other two delegates were Denise Wilson from Stillwater Medical Center, and June Conrad, retired from Reydon.  Other ‘Okies’ attending included Karen Griffin from St. John’s in Tulsa, and Brad Adams, with American Health Partners in OKC.
I thought the location of the meeting quite appropriate considering the current important medicare bill passage.  The ASCLS PAC (Political Action Committee) has actively worked to pass this needed bill, “a major legislative victory occurred this week. On July 16, both the House and Senate voted to override the President’s veto of HR 6331, the “Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008.” The vote in the House was 383-41; the Senate vote was 70-26. Your prompt action paid off and legislators took note of your concerns. The bill is now law once and for all. The law reverses a previously pending 10.6 percent cut in the physician fee schedule, repeals the clinical laboratory competitive bidding demonstration project, lifts the freeze on the clinical laboratory fee schedule, and extends the technical component grandfather provisions.”
As always, I have come away with a lot of knowledge, in particular:
Reference Intervals by Gary Horowitz, M.D. with CAP-Dr. Horowitz discussed the following:

· CLSI C28-A2 and C28-A3

· Matrix effects in proficiency testing materials

· Robust method for RI

· Non-parametric analysis of RI

· Linear regression is not suitable for analysis of electrolytes

· Cholesterol, A1C, and neo bilirubin don’t need RI; use levels already established by professional groups such as ADA, etc.
The potential use of an HbF assay on a routine hematology analyzers.  This was presented by Bruce Davis, M.D., with Abbott.
How to set up a POL by Tim Dumas, ‘the Lab Doctor’
We took time to visit the Washington and Lincoln Memorials and checked on the Hope Diamond at the Smithsonian.  A busy year is being planned for ASCLS-OK, starting with a fall seminar at Integris Baptist Conference Center on October 10, 2008.  There will be a potential of six PACE credits available.  Yes, members will be able to not only get PACE credit, but track them on the ASCLS webpage.  Watch the state webpage at ASCLS-OK.org for updates of things happening.
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