2007 ASCLS San Diego Convention President’s Report

Thank you for visiting the ASCLS-OK website. It has been an exciting past year. ASCLS-OK has a 100% retention rate for membership. All the members who renewed their membership the past year should receive all the credit. I was in the President’s Seminar and the key emphasis to keep the society alive is to retain and recruit memberships. This is how we can generate more income for the society. We are fortunate to have 100% retention for 2006-2007. For this year, if each one of us can recruit a new member, that will increase our membership by 100% as well. Let us stretch out our arms in our workplace to recruit our fellow co-workers. I am sure that many of us are the only ASCLS members in the whole laboratory. The other membership area that we need to work on for our membership is the retention of our Student Member to First Year Professionals. There is about a 70% drop in membership from Student to First Year Professions. This is a very sad statistics. What have we done to our student that they do not want to be a member again? Have they not been presented the benefits of membership?

It was a great Opening Keynote Address: “Get Noticed and Be Heard” by Lori Silverman who is the owner of Partners for Progress. She talks about how our profession can get recognized. We can do so by telling our stories. The more we tell, the more the public will notice us. Abbott Diagnostics have set up a website for the laboratory professionals to tell their stories. If you have not heard about it, log on to www.labsarevital.com . You can read about lots of stories by our fellow professionals or you can tell your story.

I sat through a seminar on DCLS (Doctorate in Clinical Laboratory Science). ASCLS and many Universities are working hard to start the DCLS program. It is projected to admit the first batch of students in January 2009. This is exciting and it is long due. Many of our fellow Health Care Professionals have already advance their professions. Let us think about this; radiology reports always consist of a paragraph about explanation of the result. On the other hand, our laboratory results do not contain any explanation and we expect the physicians to do their own interpretation. Our laboratory is divided into 2 sections; Clinical and Anatomic. Most of our Pathologists practice the Anatomic side and it leaves a gap in the Clinical side. With DCLS, our profession will be able to close the gap and provide the patients with a complete care.

 Thank you once again for logging on to our website. Please do not hesitate to contact any of the Board Members if you have any questions.

