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Well, this was my first National Convention with ASCLS, and as always, I learned exactly how much I did not know.  I attended some lectures, meet tons of venders, cast a vote as a delegate and attended the President-Elects Seminar as well as the House of Delegates Meeting.

The lecture on “Molecular Comparison of Thalassemias and Hemoglobinopathies” and the “Aspects of Hypercoagulation” were very informative and quite applicable to my teaching interests.  However, I was really interested in the session of “State Licensure”.  Some of us here in Oklahoma think licensure would be a good thing and it was helpful to talk with others who have started the process.
The number of venders was insane.  There were so many it took a portion of 2 days to see them all.  I made many contacts and saw new things coming on the market that were interesting as well as innovative.

The President-Elect Seminar was to help those of us coming into office, know how things are suppose to work and how to find the right people to help get things done.  There was 2 binders worth of information given to me and my current President – Evelyn Paxton, is helping me understand the processes and duties.  I am looking forward to doing the best I can for ASCLS-OK  in the 2010-2012 appointment.

Now, the House of Delegates Meeting was very interesting.  There were several topics discussed, but the major ones were the passing of the “white paper” and the discussion on the BOR-NCA merger.

1.  White Paper – Levels of Educational Needs for Clinical Lab Personnel

This paper passed with little change from the previous edition. Although it seemed that there were some minor changes in the Blood Bank and Microbiology areas.  Those being that only level V and higher should be allowed to deal with parasites/fungus and antibody ids.  

2.  BOR-NCA Merger


This merger took place the week we were in Chicago.  Those who attended the House of Delegates Meeting seemed to agree that have only one certifying agency is a good idea, there were many who were not pleased with the abolishment of the NCA.  Many were unwilling to accept the change of having ASCP after their name instead of NCA, as well as the change from “Clinical Laboratory Scientist” to “Medical Laboratory Scientist”.  I think is will be a challenge to get everyone on board, however, in my opinion, one certifying board is better.  There will be many details to work out but in the end it will be advantages to our profession.
